Splenic hydatid cysts in a 20-year-old soldier.
Hydatid disease is a parasitic infection of humans and herbivorous animals caused by Echinococcus granulosus. A 20-year-old male soldier from Booshehr province police center was admitted with left upper quadrant pain that began 1 year before admission. Sonography disclosed an echogenic mass measuring 14 x 16 cm near the spleen and kidneys; a computed tomography scan confirmed it as a hypodense mass of the spleen that was 16 x 17 x 18 cm in dimension. Casoni skin test and indirect fluorescent antibody were positive. Through laparatomy, a splenectomy was successfully performed.